
The Exodus
PART 1



When was the Exodus?

 Scripture gives us some clues –

 1 Kings 6 v1

 Judges 11 v26



When was the Exodus?

 What can we learn from other historical 

perspectives?

 Can we be certain about the extent of 

Egyptian control of the Sinai peninsula?



Josephus  

(quoting Egyptian priest, Manetho)

 Manetho wrote a history of Egypt in Greek (3rd century BC) 
and first divided pharaohs into 30 dynasties – structure still 
used today. (Josephus didn’t think much of him!)

 “Tutimaeus (Dudimose / Thutmose). In his reign, for what 
cause I know not, a blast of God smote us and unexpectedly 
from the regions of the east invaders of obscure race 
(Amalekites?) marched in confidence of victory against our 
land. By main force they easily seized it without striking a 
blow….” 

 According to Rohl, this pharaoh reigned c.1450-1446 BC and 
the ease of victory was due to the annihilation of the 
Egyptian army in Red Sea.



Ipuwer papyrus 

(The admonitions of an Egyptian sage)

 “Gold, lapis-lazuli, silver and turquoise, carnelian, amethyst, 

isbehet stone are strung on the necks of female slaves 

……See how the poor of the land have become rich and the 

man of property is now a pauper …… What belongs to the 

palace has now been stripped.”

 Elsewhere in the document he writes, “The river is blood. As 

you drink of it you shrink from people and thirst for water.”

Held in Dutch Museum of Antiquities, Leiden

Precise date of document uncertain 



Other sources

 David Rohl says 1447 BC, during reign of Thutmose

 S Rudd agrees with Rohl about the date, but little else –
different pharaoh, numbers involved, crossing place, 
location of named places

 Ian Wilson – “….. Some time around the middle of the 
2nd millennium BC, a massive exodus of Asiatics from the 
Nile Delta did undoubtedly take place.”

 Other sources (Christian and non-Christian) place Exodus in 
reign of Ramses 11               (1279-1213 BC)

 Implications in accepting a late date



Where did the people of Israel go?

Where did 
they start 

from?

Which 
route did 

they take?

Where is 
Mount 
Sinai?



Where did 

they start 

from?

 Land of 

Goshen

Ramses / 

Avaris



Route

 Ramses (Ex 12, 37)/(Avaris – Ex 13, 19, Num 33;5) 
(Institution of Passover*, Ex12, 43-47)                                          
Not by way of Land of Philistines (Ex13,17)

 Succoth (to collect Israelites working in mines?)

 Etham (Wall / fortress in Egyptian = Shur in Hebrew) 
(Ex 13,20 22)on the edge of the wilderness. First 
mention of pillars of cloud / fire, but record doesn’t 
say exactly when these first appeared.

 In front of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, 
in front of Baal-Zephon (Ex14, 1-2)

 Crossing of Red Sea (Ex 14)



Route contd.

 Wilderness of Shur* -3 days to Marah (Ex15, 22-
25)

 Elim (v27) 12 springs and 70 palm trees

 Wilderness of Sin, between Elim and Sinai 
(16,1)on 15th day of 2nd month after leaving 
Egypt. Manna and quail given

 Rephidim (Ex 17, 1)No water. Moses went on 
with some elders to Massah and Meribah (v5-7). 
Conflict with Amalakites (v8-16). Moses went 
out to meet Jethro (Ex18, 7)& chose able men



Route contd.

 Wilderness of Sinai, 3 months after setting out  (Ex 
19,1)and encamped before Mt. Sinai. 

 Moses told to leave Sinai and go to promised land 
(Ex33, 1)

 Still in wilderness of Sinai at start of 2nd month of 2nd

year after leaving Egypt (Lev.1, 1), but

 Wilderness of Paran on 20th day of 2nd month 
(Lev.10, 11) at Kibroth-hataavah (Lev. 11,1-34)

 Hazeroth (Lev.11,35) but n.b. Deut. 1,1 & 19) 
Kadesh-barnea. Spies sent out



Route contd.

 n.b. by hill country of Amorites and Deut. 1v2 
Kadesh-barnea was an 11 day journey from Sinai 
by way of Mount Seir. Now 2 years after leaving 
Egypt. 

 Amorites chased them, beat them down in Seir and 
chased them as far as Hormah before returning to 
Kadesh (Deut.1,44-46)

 Turned and went in direction of Red Sea and spent 
many days (c.38 years) travelling around Mount 
Seir. (Deut.2,1)



Timeline

 1 month - Goshen to Wilderness of Sin 
and crossing Red Sea (Ex 12, 31 – 16, 1) 

 1 month to Mt. Sinai 

 11 months at Mt. Sinai (Ex16, 2 – Num 

10, 11)

 c. 1 month to Kadesh-barnea

 c. 6 months at Kadesh-barnea    (Num 
10,12 – 19,22)

 c. 38 years  in area around Mt. Seir 
(Deut. 2, 1-14)

 Returned to Kadesh-barnea and thence 

to promised land (exact time for this 

journey unknown)







Northern 
and 
Traditional 
Routes



Alternative 

route





 Where is 

Mount Sinai?



Sinai Peninsula (Jebel Musa)

 Why do so many accept this location?

 No Jewish tradition of Mount Sinai being where most often shown on 
Biblical maps 

 Location in Sinai first asserted by Apion 50 AD (dismissed by Josephus)

 Emperor Constantine shown location in a vision and sent his mother, 
Helen, to find it (Jebel Musa). She doesn’t have a good record for 
identifying Biblical sites accurately! 

 Site also identified later in 4th century AD by Egeria

 Monastery set up by Emperor Justinian 527 AD

 No other firm evidence



Mount Sinai in Arabia (Jabal-al Lawz / 

Jabal Maqla)

 Exodus 3 v1-2

 Acts 7 v 29-30

 Galatians 4 v 25

 Proper investigation of Jabal –al Lawz impossible as site of 
Saudi military installation.

 Peak of Jabal Maqla does show evidence of possible 
volcanic activity

 Possible identification of Al Bad as Elim (springs and palm 
trees). Local tradition that this was where Moses lived with 
Zipporah in exile.





The Exodus
PART 2



Scope of 

Presentation

 Postscript to part 1

 From Sinai to Kadesh

 Where is Kadesh? (a brief consideration)

 Events and lessons



Postscript to part 1

 Crossing of Red Sea – Isaiah 63 v 11-13. god led them 

through “the depths” (ESV)/ “the deep” (KJV). Same 

word used in Gen. 1 v 2 & 7 v 11, Psam 36 v 6 & 135 v 6. 

Strongs’ definition “an abyss (as a surging mass of 

water, especially the deep (the main sea or the 

subterranean water supply); deep (place), depth.” this 

scarcely fits with the idea that they crossed one of the 

lakes, but does fit with a crossing at the Straits of Tiran.



Postscript continued

 Location of Mt. Sinai – Numbers 10 v 11-13; 33 v 16-17 cp 
Deut. 1 v 1. moses spoke to the children of Israel 
“beyond the Jordan” (ESV). Although KJV and NKJV 
have “this side Jordan” it is clear from Deut. 4 v 44-46 
that it refers to land east of the Jordan.                             
Thus, one of the first stopping points on the way from 
Sinai to Kadesh was east of the Jordan. This would seem 
highly unlikely if Sinai and Kadesh were really where 
they are shown in most Bible atlases. N.B. also Deut 1 v 2 
– it is an 11 day journey from Horeb / Sinai to Kadesh by 
way of Mount Seir.



From Sinai to Kadesh

 Numbers 33 v16-37 – catalogue of stops / camps

 Details given in Numbers 10 v 11 > 12 v 16, which finds 

them in wilderness of Paran. Numbers 13, however, 

begins with them at Kadesh, leaving out a number of 

stops.

 Left Sinai on 20th day of 2nd month of 2nd year of exodus 

journey & Numbers 20 v 1 tells us they arrived


