
Paul’s Letter to the 

Romans

An introduction



Paul, a servant of 

Christ Jesus, called to 

be an apostle, set 

apart for the gospel 

of God, which he 

promised beforehand 

through his prophets 

in the holy Scriptures, 

concerning his Son … 

To all those in Rome 

who are loved by 

God and called to be 

saints: Grace to you 

and peace from God 

our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Romans 1:1–7) 



The occasion of the writing of it was 

a projected visit of Paul to Rome 

after he had visited Jerusalem with 

the funds he had collected during 

his third journey for the relief of the 

poor in Judea. The references to 

this intended visit are the main 

local features in the letter. 

As it is a statement of principles, 

comparable to a treatise as much 

as to a letter, it can be studied 

independently of a knowledge of 

local conditions and the need for it 

being written. These aspects need 

not therefore detain us.



1. How did the Truth 

get to Rome?

2. What do we know 

about the 

ecclesia(s) there?

3. When was Paul 

writing this letter?

4. Why was he writing? 

Was it just a general 

letter or was it to 

deal with a 

particular problem 

that he knew 

about?



1. How did the truth get to Rome?

And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we 

were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 

and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes… (Acts 2:8–10). 



Appian Way with ancient paving stones



Romans 16:3-16 Greetings

❖ 26 People
❖ 9 of them women

❖ 2 of them Paul’s companions (Acts 18:1-3)



2. What do we know about the ecclesia(s) in 

Rome?

Jews in Rome
Jews had lived in Rome since the second century 

BC. Julius Caesar and Augustus supported laws that 

allowed Jews protection to worship as they chose. 

Synagogues were classified as colleges to get around 

Roman laws banning secret societies and the temples 

were allowed to collect the yearly tax paid by all Jewish 

men for temple maintenance.

There had been upsets: Jews had been banished from 

Rome in 139 BC, again in 19 AD and during the reign 

of Claudius. However, they were soon allowed to return 

and continue their independent existence under Roman 

law.



2. What do we know about the ecclesia(s) in 

Rome?
Lucius Cassius Dio: 

"As for the Jews, who had again 

increased so greatly that by reason of 

their multitude it would have been 

hard without raising a tumult to bar 

them from the city [Rome], he 

[Claudius] did not drive them out, but 

ordered them, while continuing their 

traditional mode of life, not to hold 

meetings." Emperor 

Claudius

41–54 AD



2. What do we know about the ecclesia(s) in 

Rome?
Suetonius (25.4): 

"He [Claudius] expelled the Jews from 

Rome, since they were always 

making disturbances because of the 

instigator Chrestus” 

(Judaeos impulsore Chresto assidue
tumultuantis Roma expulit).

Acts 18:2

Emperor 

Claudius

41–54 AD



Believers IN from 

Pentecost, etc. 

(AD 30 onwards)

Jews OUT (AD 49–54)



16:11

16:14

16:5

Prisca 

& 

Aquila

16:10

16:15



3. WHEN was Paul writing this letter?

… But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the 

saints. For it pleased those from Macedonia and 

Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor 

among the saints who are in Jerusalem. It pleased 

them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if the 

Gentiles have been partakers of their spiritual things, 

their duty is also to minister to them in material 

things… (Romans 15:25–27)



AD57

Rom 16:1,    Phoebe

Rom 16:23,  Erastus 



4. WHY was Paul writing this letter?

1. Because he wants the Romans to help him 

when he journeys from Italy to Spain (Rom 

15:22-24)

2. He is challenging a Judaising influence on 

Christianity (c.f. Galatians)

3. He is setting out a doctrinal treatise of the 

things he believes (a sort of last will and 

testament) 

4. He is trying to heal a division that has arisen 

between Jewish and Gentile Christians in 

Rome



4. WHY was Paul writing this letter?

1. Because he wants the Romans to help him 

when he journeys from Italy to Spain (Rom 

15:22-24)

Since Paul was not the most popular of men in the early 
church, it is likely that he had been criticized in Rome as 
elsewhere (cf. 3:8). He clearly regarded it as important that 
the Roman church support him on his Spanish mission. If they 
were to support him, it was not unreasonable that they should 
know what he preached. Accordingly he sets forth a clear but 

profound statement of the essential message of Christianity as 
he proclaimed it. 

It is objected that Romans is too great for such a purpose. A 
much more modest missive would have sufficed to introduce 
Paul. So it would. But perhaps the objection minimizes Pauls 
missionary passion. His deep concern to preach in Rome (1:15-
16) and Spain meant that he spared no pains in preparing the 
way and perhaps said more than was strictly necessary. 

Leon Morris: Pillar NT Commentary



How is the Epistle Structured?

Doctrinal (Chs 1-8)

National (Chs 9-11)

Practical (Chs 12-15)

Introduction

Conclusion



The Structure of Romans

D
o
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1:1-15 Introduction

1:16-8:39 HOW THE GOSPEL SAVES THE SINNER

1:16-17 Paul’s doctrinal thesis

1:18-3:30 THE UNIVERSAL NEED DIAGNOSED

1:18-3:20 All mankind found guilty before God: Gentile & Jew

3:21-5:21 THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

3:21-31 God’s provision

4:1-25 Two Old Testament precedents: David & Abraham

5:1-21 The blessings that accompany justification

6:1-8:39 THE WAY OF HOLINESS

6:1-23 Freedom from Sin

7:1-25 Freedom from Law

8:1-39 Life in the Spirit

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it 

is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first 

and also to the Greek. For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from 

faith for faith, as it is written, “The 

righteous shall live by faith.” (Romans 

1:16–17) 



The Structure of Romans

N
a
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o

n
a
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9:1-11:36 HOW THE GOSPEL RELATES TO ISRAEL

9:1-5 The gospel does not cancel God’s purpose with Israel

9:6-13 Not all Israel are God’s true Israel

9:14-24 God can choose whom He will (from Jew or Gentile)

9:25-33 An elect REMNANT will be saved (by faith)

10:1-13 Two ways of righteousness (works or faith)

10:14-21 The dangers of unbelief

11 GOD’S PURPOSE WITH ISRAEL

11:1-12 Israel’s alienation not final

11:13-24 Gentiles are warned not to write off Israel

11:25-29 Israel will be restored to favour with God

11:30-36 GOD’S PURPOSE WITH THE WORLD

2. Paul 
targets 

Judaisers

4. Paul 
tries to 

heal a rift



The Structure of Romans
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c
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12:1-15:13 THE GOSPEL AND THE CHRISTIAN WAY OF LIFE

12:1-2 Being a living sacrifice

12:3-8 Service and love to others

12:9-21 The law of Christ

13:1-7 The Christian and the State

13:8-14 The law of love

14:1-15:6 CHRISTIAN LIBERTY AND CHRISTIAN LOVE

14:1-23 The principle of being mutually considerate

15:1-6 The example of Christ

15:7-13 The work of Christ for Jew and Gentile

15:14-

16:27
EPILOGUE AND PERSONAL GREETINGS





3. Is Paul setting out a doctrinal 

treatise of the things he believes 

(a sort of last will and testament)?

There are some important omissions. Much needs to 

be added in some areas for a compendium, such as 
Christology (cf. Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians), the 

resurrection (1 Corinthians), the church (Ephesians), 

and eschatology (1 and 2 Thessalonians). Nothing is 

said about holy communion. If Romans is a 
compendium of theology, there are some curious 

gaps.

Morris, L. (1988):  Pillar NT Commentary 





4. Is Paul trying to heal a division that has 

arisen between Jewish and Gentile 

Christians in Rome
i. There are no indications that Paul has 

been asked (or told) about problems 

that he might be able to address (c.f. 1 

Cor. 1:11; 7:1);

ii. The letter is much more concerned with 

timeless truths (salvation from sin);

iii. Many of his critical comments about 

Jewish and Gentile behaviour are 

incidental to the main point he is 

making (e.g. Rom 1:18-20; 2:9-10);

iv. If the early part of the letter is incidental 

to Chapters 14-15, it is curious that he 

leaves these issues until almost the end.



4a. Is Paul writing to JEWS or GENTILES?

Through him we have received grace and 

apostleship for obedience to the faith among all 

nations for his name, among whom you also are 

the called of Jesus Christ; (Romans 1:5–6)

For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an 

apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 

(11:13)

Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly 

to you on some points, as reminding you, 

because of the grace given to me by God, that I 

might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 

ministering the gospel of God, that the offering of 

the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by 

the Holy Spirit… (Romans 15:15–16).



4a. Is Paul writing to JEWS or GENTILES?

What then shall we say that Abraham our father

has found according to the flesh? (Romans 4:1). 

Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to 

those who know the law), that the law has 

dominion over a man as long as he lives? 

(Romans 7:1). 

Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be 

justified in His sight, for by the law is the 

knowledge of sin (3:20) ... Do we then make void 

the law through faith? Certainly not! On the 

contrary, we establish the law (3:31) … because 

the law brings about wrath; for where there is no 

law there is no transgression (4:15). 



4a. Paul is writing to BOTH Jews and 

Gentiles

What then? Are we 

better than they? 

Not at all. For we 

have previously 

charged both Jews 

and Greeks that 

they are all under 

sin. (Romans 3:9) 



4. WHY was Paul writing this letter?

1. Because he wants the Romans to help 

him when he journeys from Italy to 

Spain (Rom 15:22-24)

2. He is challenging a Judaising influence 

on Christianity (c.f. Galatians)

3. He is setting out a doctrinal treatise of 

the things he believes (a sort of last will 

and testament) 

4. He is trying to heal a division that has 

arisen between Jewish and Gentile 

Christians in Rome



4b. What about the weak and the 

strong?





One point that is often overlooked and should be stressed is that 

Romans is fundamentally a book about God. It is obvious to all that 

Romans is concerned with the gospel, with salvation, and so on. But 

many students seem not to have noticed Paul’s preoccupation with 

God. The thought of God dominates this epistle. The word “God” 

occurs 153 times in Romans, an average of once every 46 words. This is 

more often than in any other New Testament writing (except the short 1 

Peter and 1 John) … And not only does “God” occur in Romans more 

frequently than in any other writing, it occurs more often than any other 

theme in that book. Apart from a few prepositions, pronouns, and the 

like, no word is used in Romans with anything like the frequency of 

“God”. Next is “law” (72 times), then “Christ” (65), “sin” (48), 

“Lord” (43), and “faith” (40). 

Statistics must always be used with caution, but these figures 

draw attention to the important fact that in Romans the one 
great theme is God. 



A Prologue upon the Epistle of Saint Paul 

to the Romans

Forasmuch as this epistle is the principal and 

most excellent part of the new Testament and 

most pure evangelion, that is to say glad tidings, 
and that we call gospel, and also is a light and a 

way unto the whole scripture; I think it meet that 

every Christian man not only know it, by rote and 

without the book, but also exercise himself 
therein evermore continually, as with the daily 

bread of the soul. No man verily can read it too 

oft, or study it too well; for the more it is studied, 

the easier it is; the more it is chewed, the 

pleasanter it is; and the more groundly it is 

searched, the preciouser things are found in it, 

so great treasure of spiritual things lieth hid 

therein…

William Tyndale

1494-1536



Now go to, reader, and according to the order of 

Paul's writing, even so do thou. First, behold thyself 

diligently in the law of God, and see there thy just 

damnation. Secondly, turn thine eyes to Christ, 

and see there the exceeding mercy of thy most 
kind and loving Father. Thirdly, remember that 

Christ made not this atonement that thou 

shouldest anger God again; neither died he for thy 

sins, that thou shouldest live still in them; neither 
cleansed he thee, that thou shouldest return as a 

swine unto thine old puddle again; but that thou 

shouldest be a new creature, and live a new life 

after the will of God, and not of the flesh. And be 

diligent, lest through thine own negligence and 

unthankfulness thou lose this favour and mercy 

again.

William Tyndale

1494-1536



Now go to, reader, and according to the order of 

Paul's writing, even so do thou. First, behold thyself 

diligently in the law of God, and see there thy just 

damnation. Secondly, turn thine eyes to Christ, 

and see there the exceeding mercy of thy most 
kind and loving Father. Thirdly, remember that 

Christ made not this atonement that thou 

shouldest anger God again; neither died he for thy 

sins, that thou shouldest live still in them; neither 
cleansed he thee, that thou shouldest return as a 

swine unto thine old puddle again; but that thou 

shouldest be a new creature, and live a new life 

after the will of God, and not of the flesh. And be 

diligent, lest through thine own negligence and 

unthankfulness thou lose this favour and mercy 

again.

William Tyndale

1494-1536



The author has asked me to “write a 

short Foreword for the book”. I do so 

with pleasure, believing that these 

pages will be a help to the 

understanding of one of Paul’s 

epistles “in which”, as Peter truly 

says, “are some things hard to be 

understood, which they that are 

unlearned and unstable wrest, as 

they do also the other scriptures, unto 

their own destruction” (2 Peter 3:16).

This is especially true of Paul’s epistle 

to the Romans. His arguments 

concerning “law” and “the law”, 

“sin” and “sinners”, “flesh” and 

“spirit”, God’s federal principles “in 

Adam” and “in Christ”, and the 

dualism that we all experience in the 

flesh – these things are not easily 

understood, but require patient and 

reverent study.

Brother C C Walker



“There is no telling what may 

happen when people begin to 

study the Epistle to the Romans . 

. . Let those who read ... be 

prepared for the consequences 

. . . You have been warned!”

F F Bruce



1. How did the Truth get 

to Rome?

2. What do we know 

about the ecclesia(s) 

there?

3. When was Paul writing 

this letter?

4. Why was he writing? 

Was it just a general 

letter or was it to deal 

with a particular 

problem that he knew 

about?

From Pentecost 

onwards

There were probably 

several and they 

were a bit different

About AD 57, from 

Corinth

There were lots of 

reasons

“Now go to reader 

… and be diligent!”


