
The Transfiguration of the Lord Jesus Christ



Metamorphosis



Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his 
brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves; and he 
was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and 
his clothes became as white as the light. 
(Matthew 17:1–2, NKJV) 

TRANSFIGURE
metamorphoo (μεταμορφόω, 3339), “to change into another form” (meta, implying 

change, and morphe, “form:” see form, No. 1), is used in the passive voice (a) of 
Christ’s “transfiguration,” Matt. 17:2; Mark 9:2; Luke (in 9:29) avoids this term, which 
might have suggested to gentile readers the metamorphoses of heathen gods, and 

uses the phrase egeneto heteron, “was altered”, lit., “became (ginomai) different 
(heteros)” 
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Inside every grown man there’s a little boy 
trying to get out…

Inside every fat person…

Inside every poorly person…

Inside every one of us…





Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. (Romans 
8:12–13) 

Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: 
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which 
is idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the 
sons of disobedience, in which you yourselves once walked when you 
lived in them. But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, 
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lie 
to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and 
have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to 
the image of Him who created him… (Colossians 3:5–10)



For to this you were called, because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should 
follow his steps: “Who committed no sin, nor was 
deceit found in his mouth”; who, when he was reviled, 
did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but committed himself to Him who judges 
righteously… (1 Peter 2:21–23) 

For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has 
become higher than the heavens… (Hebrews 7:26) 

And you know that he was manifested to take 
away our sins, and in him there is no sin. (1 
John 3:5) 



For we did not follow 
cunningly devised fables when 
we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 
For he received from God the 
Father honour and glory when 
such a voice came to him from 
the Excellent Glory: “This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.” And we 
heard this voice which came 
from heaven when we were 
with him on the holy 
mountain... (2 Peter 1:16–18) 



“eye witnesses of his majesty…”

For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with his 
angels, and then he will reward each according to his works. 
Assuredly, I say to you, there are some standing here who shall 
not taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.” 

Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his 
brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves; and he 
was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and 
his clothes became as white as the light… 

(Matthew 16:27–17:2) 



Carl Bloch “Transfiguration” c. 1865



Raphael



Alternative views!



Now it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that he took Peter, 
John, and James and went up on the mountain to pray. As he prayed, the 
appearance of his face was altered, and his robe became white and glistening. 
And behold, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elijah, who 
appeared in glory and spoke of his decease which he was about to accomplish 
at Jerusalem. (Luke 9:28–31) 

Abraham? David?



Moses Elijah

While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and 
suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased. Hear him!” (Matthew 17:5) 

Now it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that he took Peter, 
John, and James and went up on the mountain to pray. As he prayed, the 
appearance of his face was altered, and his robe became white and glistening. 
And behold, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elijah, who 
appeared in glory and spoke of his decease which he was about to accomplish 
at Jerusalem. (Luke 9:28–31) 



“eye witnesses of his majesty…”

1. Was this a vision? (Matthew 17:9)

2. Were Moses and Elijah raised for the occasion?

3. Were they all transported to the Kingdom?

4. Did Moses and Elijah travel back in time from the 
Kingdom?



For this they wilfully 
forget: that by the 
word of God the 

heavens were of old, 
and the earth 

standing out of 
water and in the 

water, by which the 
world that then 

existed perished, 
being flooded with 

water. 
(2 Peter 3:5–6)

1. Creation to Noah

But the heavens and 
the earth which are 
now preserved by 

the same word, are 
reserved for fire until 
the day of judgment 

and perdition of 
ungodly men. 

(2 Peter 3:7) 

2. Noah to Now

Nevertheless we, 
according to His 
promise, look for 

new heavens and a 
new earth in which 

righteousness 
dwells. 

(2 Peter 3:13) 

3. From Now On…

I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not 
know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a one was 
caught up to the third heaven. And I know such a man—whether in the body or 
out of the body I do not know, God knows— (2 Corinthians 12:2–3) 



While he was still speaking, behold, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a 
voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
Hear Him!” And when the disciples heard it, 
they fell on their faces and were greatly 
afraid. But Jesus came and touched them 
and said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.” 
When they had lifted up their eyes, they 
saw no one but Jesus only. 

Now as they came down from the 
mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, 
“Tell the vision to no one until the Son of 
Man is risen from the dead.” 

(Matthew 17:5–9) 



What happened next?

1. Jesus heals the epileptic boy (Mt 17:14-21)
2. Jesus again foretells his death and resurrection (17:22-23)
3. The incident of the temple tax and the fish (17:24-27)
4. “Who is the greatest?” (18:1-6)
5. Beware of temptations to sin (18:7-9)
6. Parable of the Lost Sheep (18:10-14)
7. If your brother sins against you… (18:15-20)
8. Parable: The unforgiving servant (18:21-35)



If your brother sins against you… (18:15-20)

“Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell 
him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears 
you, you have gained your brother. But if he will not 
hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 
established.’ And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to 
the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, 
let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.” 
(Matthew 18:15–17) 



36. Individual Offences
Christ has laid down the law very plainly for the curing of these; and 
it is the duty of the brethren everywhere to see it obeyed. They 
ought to refuse to countenance those who disobey it. If a brother 
takes offence at what another has said or done, he is bound to meet 
that other brother in private interview for the discussion of the 
grievance between the two alone. In most cases, this course stops 
alienation at its first stage; it either removes misconceptions, if that 
has been the cause of the trouble, or it leads to the admission of 
wrong on the part of the offender, followed by forgiveness on the 
part of the offended. Of course, there are many matters too trifling 
to be made the subject of such a process. The man who recognises 
the infirmity of human nature all round, and the evil nature of the 
few days we have to live, is able to exercise that magnanimous 
charity that covers a multitude of sins, heeding not all words that 
are spoken, and even practising the habit of returning good for evil: 
blessing always, cursing never, either directly or by implication—as 
the commandments of the house of Christ require…



What happened next?

1. The Transfiguration…
2. Jesus heals the epileptic boy (Mt 17:14-21)
3. Jesus again foretells his death and resurrection (17:22-23)
4. The incident of the temple tax and the fish (17:24-27)
5. “Who is the greatest?” (18:1-6)
6. Beware of temptations to sin (18:7-9)
7. Parable of the Lost Sheep (18:10-14)
8. If your brother sins against you… (18:15-20)
9. Parable of the unforgiving servant



Peter, James & John

• Mark 5:37
• Mark 9:2
• Mark 10:35, 41
• Mark 14:33

• Jairus’ daughter
• Transfiguration
• Right and Left 

hand
• Gethsemane



Then he said to them, “With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer; for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” Then he 
took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I say to 
you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And He took bread, 
gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body which is given for you; do 
this in remembrance of me.” (Luke 22:15–20) 



Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them should be considered the 
greatest. And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those 
who exercise authority over them are called ‘benefactors.’ But not so among you; on the 
contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he 
who serves. For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits 
at the table? Yet I am among you as the one who serves. (Luke 22:24–27) 



…Then he came to Capernaum. 
And when he was in the house 
he asked them, “What was it 
you disputed among yourselves 
on the road?” But they kept 
silent, for on the road they had 
disputed among themselves 
who would be the greatest. 
(Mark 9:33–34) 

…Now there was also a dispute 
among them, as to which of 
them should be considered the 
greatest. (Luke 22:24) 



If only they had talked to one another!



metamorphoo (μεταμορφόω, 3339), “to change into another form” (meta, implying 

change, and morphe, “form:” see form, No. 1), is used in the passive voice (a) of Christ’s 
“transfiguration,” (b) of believers, Rom. 12:2, “be ye transformed,” the obligation being to 
undergo a complete change which, under the power of God, will find expression in character 
and conduct; the present continuous tenses indicate a process; 2 Cor. 3:18 describes 
believers as being “transformed (rv) into the same image” (i.e., of Christ in all His moral 
excellencies), the change being effected by the Holy Spirit.¶
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I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God… (Romans 12:1–2)

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory 
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 
glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord… (2 Corinthians 
3:18)



Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though 
our outward man is perishing, yet the inward 
man is being renewed day by day. For our 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, is 
working for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory, while we do not look 
at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen. For the things which are 
seen are temporary, but the things which are 
not seen are eternal. (2 Corinthians 4:16–18) 



Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed 
what we shall be, but we know that when he is revealed, we shall be 

like him, for we shall see him as he is. (1 John 3:2)



Summary

1. Transfiguration is like Metamorphosis: a transformation
2. We would all like to be better than we are
3. Jesus was faultless and his moral perfection shone through
4. It was a display of his “royal majesty” (Kingdom-like)
5. He was joined by Moses and Elijah (however that happened!)
6. They spoke to him about his “exodus” departure
7. The time after the transfiguration was difficult for the disciples
8. They might have been jealous about Peter, James and John
9. They started arguing about ‘who was the greatest’
10. That argument continued right up to the Breaking of Bread
11. If only they had talked to one another, as Jesus suggested
12. It’s good to talk: Better out than in! (Matthew 18:15-20)
13. We too are to be transfigured: By the renewing of our minds
14. When Jesus returns: We shall be like him!


